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Rick DiClemente’s

Astrology Newsletter
Volume 32, August 2008

Welcome to August. Major planetary constructs are forming mid-month with the Lunar Eclipse lining up with Neptune while Mars and Uranus form an intense T-square to Pluto. First up in this issue is a graphic representation of the important planetary turning points I’ve watched closely since I began this newsletter during the winter of 2005. If you’ve been feeling a bit out of sorts lately, it’s most certainly because of the heavy combined pressure of Mars and Saturn in early Virgo. I hope this issue brings you some understanding of this complicated science/art. 
Have a great August!
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1. Jun. 25, 2007 - Saturn opposes Neptune - Against the major backdrop of sobering Saturn facing off with dreamy Neptune, many people faced their issues - even if unpleasant.

2. Sep. 2, 2007 - Saturn enters Virgo - Saturn in Virgo, the Sarg, inspires many and forces others to “get it together,” and on all fronts.

3. Nov. 15, 2007 - Mars stops at 12° Cancer - Mars decides to take a hiatus in Cancer, the sign of our deep emotional needs. It retrogrades for 10 irritating weeks inspiring us all to protect ourselves more aggressively - to put ourselves first.
4. Jan. 25, 2008 - Oh, by the way, Pluto enters Capricorn where it will be until 2024.
5. Jan. 30, 2008 - Mars goes Direct - Now we regained speed once again testing our new Martian tendencies (assertiveness/aggressiveness.)
6. Mar. 4, 2008 - Mars enters Cancer (and opposes Pluto) - “Rut Row,” as Astro would say, Mars ran headlong into New Pluto in Capricorn. Mortgages crumble, Wall Street tumbles, gas prices rumble. It’s a New Age. Saturn in Virgo didn’t count on us all being so out of shape.
7. Apr. 5, 2008 - Mars regains 12° Cancer - Now, we got back to where we were on 11/15/07, but with new vigor - hopefully.
8. Jul. 1, 2008 - Mars enters Virgo (and joins Saturn) - Mars catches up with Sarg in Virgo and says, “Well, where’s the beef? I still see a bunch of flabby muscles.”
9. Jul 10, 2008 - Mars conjoins Saturn in Virgo - “Boom.” Most people get slammed in one way or another. Look to the house that contains 8° Virgo in your chart to track the recent friction and frustration.
Things are calming a bit now, but Sarg is keeping his eye on us. Don’t take this respite for granted. Keep that membership at the gym. 
More on Saturn? Well…, yes.
[image: image3.jpg]The outer planets appear to travel backwards (retrograde) against the backdrop of the stars about 5
months of every year. Then they go forward for about 7. When Saturn is retrograde, which is about
42% of the time, it often symbolizes one’s father as “ineffective.” Traditionally, in astrology, Saturn
rules the Father as the Moon is assigned to the nurturing principle, or the Mother. However,
sometimes [ find that Saturnrepresents the mother in the chart, if she is the one who issues discipline.
It is simply unbelievable how consistently Saturn retrograde is found where the father was missing,
ie., at work all the time, dying young, away at military service, etc. This all-too-common theme is
that there was little or no bonding between the child and the father. I see it all the time and many
times it results in significant emotional scarring. Amazing. What does this say about our natural
ability to father as a planetary race? And can we assume that there is adequate parenting from the
male the other 58% of the time?
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--- August Happenings ---
· Saturday, August 16 - The Bella Woods Experience, “Mind-Body-Spirit Integration Celebration” - An Alternative Healthcare Fair - Bellwood, Pennsylvania, Astrology readings plus much more!, www.souls-r-we.net/events.html
· KDKA Radio, Saturday, August 30, 9:30-11:00pm, Join me on Carol Lee Espy’s talk show, “The Life Lounge” on 1020AM or streaming live for free at www.kdkaradio.com
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The other day I had a client who was quite professional. She was
looking for career direction. The key was the placement of Chiron
(the healer) in her chart, and the funny thing is that Chiron’s
symbol is shaped like a key. Usually, her Virgo energy leans
someone towards nursing or chiropractic or massage. When 1
saw the Chiron in Cancer near the Midheaven (career
line,) I knew what she needed. The inherent need for
Cancer to mother and nurture influenced me to tell
her that she needed to work with children, Blending
her service-oriented nature (Virgo) with her
nursing and children all made sense.

Once we discussed that, bingo!
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People Think They're
Born on the Cusp

Is no wonder; the newspaper says the Sun sign
switches on a certain day each year. Sometimes, it's
actually a different day from year to year. What
matters is exactly what time the Sun changes signs
You are one sign or the other, no cusp. Many people
tell me, for example, “I'm born on the cusp of Leo and
Virgo, but I feel more like a Leo.” If they feel like one
sign more than the other, it's not because of the cusp;
it's usually because it is very common to have
rmultiple planets in adjacent signs. Therefore, it IS
very common for a Capricomn to have a strong
influence in the sign next door, or Sagittarius or
Aquarius. It came to me recently that I should talk
some about the pairings of adjacent signs. This might
indeed help people understand how those energies
combine, blend, and possibly contrast. When the
personality has strong representation from two signs




Aries-Taurus - This blending can be OK. The impetuosity of the restless Aries is tamed a good bit by Taurus. Likewise, the Aries energy can help the Taurus qualities keep from being too sedentary. Not a bad combo at all. Since both energies are quite “self-oriented,” other energies are necessary in the chart to broaden their consciousness.

Taurus-Gemini - On the good side, the Taurus settles the ever-curious Gemini while the Gemini expands the Bull. Once again, like the combination before, we need to see other outer-planet activity or late signs to expand their mental domain.
Gemini-Cancer - This pairing can be quite difficult. On the one hand, the Cancer energy brings much needed emotion to the Twins, and the Gemini lifts the tender Crab out of emotional “goo” into some objectivity. Even so, this can be quite a sticky pairing since Cancer is the moodiest of all and Gemini leans towards being scattered. A strong Saturn would be a welcome addition to such a chart.

Cancer-Leo - I like this one - but it depends. The Leo pride helps the Cancer stay out of wallowing and self pity. And the deep feelings of Cancer sensitize the Lion. The problem with this is the possible prima donna complex. Both like attention and being babied. Leos won’t admit it sometimes. Both have a way of demanding it and have a sense of entitlement that must be guarded against.

Leo-Virgo - This duo is confused. While the Leo adds confidence and “front-man” qualities to the shy Virgin, the Virgo brings much needed humility to the proud Sun-ruled Leo. What often happens is that the Virgo dislikes the Leo part and vice-versa. These two energies often cannot “stomach” one another. One must be vigilant to blend these two - and it needs to be seen that these two traits are in fact complimentary, and not in contrast.

Virgo-Libra - Another unusual partnership. Coolness usually results. Both signs are not deeply emotional. While beauty abounds, this combo is very talented. Other areas of the chart must add water to the chart such as planets in Cancer, Scorpio or Pisces.

Libra-Scorpio - This can be quite a precarious combination. Why? Because these are THE two signs that need a relationship. And that sets them up for conditional love - which of course is precarious at best. If something goes wrong with the relationship, the Libra part has its self-identity threatened while the Scorpio part has its very self-worth in peril. If these two can be blended harmoniously, these natives can be quite charismatic - blending Libra charm and beauty with Scorpio depth, passion and courage.

Scorpio-Sagittarius - This might be the “best” pairing of all, in my humble opinion. Why? Because Scorpio often needs to lighten up, to be more out front, and to have more fun. Sag energy has all three. On the other hand, oft-flippant Sagittarius needs the depth, intensity and character of Scorpio. Many times I see this work very well in my client’s natal charts.

Sagittarius-Capricorn - Another very good combination. The dour, worrying Goat needs the levity of Sagittarius. The Archer also brings faith which Capricorn direly needs. In exchange, the Capricorn’s Saturnian nature gives its dependability to the Sag, many times famous for promising and not delivering.

Capricorn-Aquarius - This can be a great combination based upon both signs shared sense of social responsibility. But, these two can also represent a very cold combination. Water is greatly needed with these two: Cancer, Scorpio or Pisces qualities - then, they can be magnificent.

Aquarius-Pisces - We’re getting way out there now with the final two signs of the zodiac!  The brilliant, progressive Aquarian deepens their feelings from the Pisces energy. However, these natives may not be “meant for this world.” Seriously, these folks will feel so alien when it comes to accepted mores and norms for accepted social behavior (a concept they are totally oblivious and indifferent to) that this combo at best, while quite possibly very powerful, extremely unpredictable.
Pisces-Aries - This unusual, but common combination blends the Omega with the Alpha. It can be great - sometimes it’s confusing. One the plus side, the selfless Fish brings great vision and breadth to the self-proclaiming Aries (See Thomas Jefferson, Joseph Campbell, and Ram Dass.) The potential problem comes in when these two energies, which are “strange bedfellows” indeed, compartmentalize against each other. It often emerges in a way such that they aren’t quite aware of each other. A very, very intriguing combination.
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So, What Does It Feel Like to be a Scorpio?

“Judgment of the Moon and Stars"
For the Roses - 1972

You've got to shake your fists at lighting
You've got to roar like forest fire

You've got to spread your light like/blazes
Allzcrass the sky

They're goingto aim the hose} on yau
Show 'em you won't expire

Not till you burn up every passion

Not even when you die

Come on now

You've gat th try

Ifyou're feeling Gontempt

Well then you tellit

If you're tired f thesilent night
Jesus well then you yellt
Condemned to wires andihrmers
Strike every chord that yellliesh
‘That brokentrees

And elephant ivories conceal
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A Most Critical, Amazing Moment

March 10, 2003 3:52:54pm, Eastern
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That was a powerful moment for most of us. At that moment, Uranus entered Pisces. Uranus, like a lightening rod, slipped into Pisces which conducts energy similar to distilled water! Look around you and ask friends what happened on that day. I have client after client after client who had powerful, life-altering events happen then. Uranus breaks the tedium. It always works suddenly and sometimes is radically shattering. The key to translating this is simple: bend or break. That’s what happened - and it happened at that instant. For many, many people, it was the beginning of their personal liberation. --- The Iraq invasion happened 9 days later.

Wait till Uranus enters Aries: May 27, 2010 9:44pm Eastern.
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[image: image16.jpg]Recently a woman came to me who was obsessed with Egypt. She decorated her house with all
things Egyptian - not the typical chosen décor for her Sun sign, Libra. After a while, I clearly
realized there is some past life tie-in here. Astro*Carta*Graphy®@ is a relatively new technique of
superimposing one’s natal chart over a geographical map. In essence, the resulting map shows the
paths that the planets took over the earth during one’s birth. Each line represents certain qualities
planets express focusing on specific localities. For instance, one may have a certain line going
through Boulder, CO that represents career peaking, And the native will find more career
opportunity available to them,if they live near that lihe. Another person may find a “good
romantic” line going near AfkEnS Lo and behold;they travel there and fiidwarm partmership

In this woman's case [\vﬁw skuhried £, find 5 ijos planet symbals going right through Cairo,
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e AR





[image: image17.jpg]Bobby Fischer won the World Chess Chimpionship at age 26,
& Erumanuel Lusker held the sume tifle for 27 years





[image: image18.jpg]WHY YOUR HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATING
CLASS IS SIMPLY
SUPERIOR

The other day I read for many folks attending a High
School reunion. Most of them were born in 1943 and were
celebrating their 65th birthdays. Chart after chart had
Saturn and Uranus in Gemini, Neptune in Virgo, and Pluto
in Leo. I found myself asking the same questions over and
over,

You see, you are not only part of a generation (Pluto in

| Leo, Pluto in Cancer, etc) but are also members of sub-

generations. In this particular case, this High School class
all had strong Gemini traits in their collective charts - they
liked to talk. This grouping of planets is specific to the class
of 1961, These collective markers are what make your class

|| different than the one behind or ahead of you When
you're not an astrologer, you have to struggle to find

specific adjectives in order to accurately label something or
someone. We astrologers have our own lingo.
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Leos of Interest and Astrological Musings…[image: image21.png]



[image: image22.jpg]Questions We Just Have to Ask About Obama’s Chart

Barack Obama, August 4, 1961, 7:11pm Honolulu, HI

@ 1 his powerful, elevated Neptune in the ninth (dealized
philosophy) square to the ascendant for real? Or is he head-
ing us for la-la land?

Is he manifesting the noble, dignified, honorable side of Leo?
Or the one seeking photo-ops and personal glory?
The heavy-duty Uranus-North Node in Leo screams for

- change, yes, but can he deliver?

> @ Does his strongly emphasized, ever-changeable Moon in Gemini

have the necessary stamina to stay the course behind his initiatives?

4 Or does he simply talk a good game?

Does his Mercury in Le (bold thirking) opposite Saturn and Jupiter
give him sensitivity to what the Collective is really thinking? Or does he
simply see things his way?

.- Does his Aquarian ascendant really reflect that he’ll be an agent of change?

I admire a man who isn’t afraid to point with his index finger instead of his thumb.
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Of course the number one topic in my practice is relationships. And it
seems all too common how folks are perplexed at the nature of other
people. Many, many times, pecple just can't seem to understand that
other people are different than they are. This is why, I believe,
Astrology should be practiced from Grade 1 on just like the ABC’s. It
is so much a part of human nature to project ourselves onto others
We think people feel and think /ike we do. Not the case. The more
we can truly understand what other people need, the better off we all
are. Now keep in mind that the list below is very general, but,
basically this is how the 12 signs often see “other” people





Aries – Other signs don’t always know exactly what they want. They aren’t always insistent on things being done right now! Yes, they need to get things off of their chests too, but not all signs find that easy to do. Other signs find life much, much more complicated and they spend a lot of time thinking about the past and the future. To their credit Aries is here and now. Ram Dass (Aries) wrote “Be Here Now.”
Taurus – The Bull can’t always understand that most other people are in a hurry. Life is much more complicated for other signs. Most other signs are not as content with so little. Taurus is patient and relatively simple. Non-Taureans adapt to situations much quicker and accept changes easier.
Gemini – On the other hand, Gemini just can’t seem to fathom that others aren’t as curious or restless. They don’t always find certain things fascinating. The Twins are often stunned to find that others like the same thing day in and day out - a fact that drives them wild! To Gemini, variety is the spice of life - to others, it is unnerving.
Cancer – Cancer gets themselves into a lot of hot water when they project onto others that the other is tender and needs buffered and protected. Many signs have tougher skins, even though the Crab has an outer shell. This often leads to enabling others which then leads to codependency. Cancer must see that others are simply not as sensitive and let it go at that. The hardest thing for Cancer is to learn not to cushion all the blows coming to loved ones.
Leo – The Lion just can’t imagine that people get themselves in such a twist. Other signs are often times just not as confident! Many signs find it had to assert their will. Another thing that is common is that Leo frequently thinks that others are being competitive and trying to steal their thunder when they aren’t.
Virgo – Boy, here’s one: Virgos consistently think they are being criticized when they aren’t. And of course, when they are, it isn’t pretty. The only one carrying a clipboard keeping notes of the Virgin’s “mistakes” are the Virgos themselves. Other signs just aren’t as picky. It’s not that the other signs are necessarily lazy; it’s just that if one tiny detail is out of order, it’s OK.
Libra – Projection plays a big role here. Many times the Libra thinks they’re being judged socially when they aren’t. No sign is more sensitive to how they look than Libra. Many other Sun signs aren’t that concerned and that really shocks these natives. Libra has to be very careful not to put words into other people’s mouths. Many people of other signs will simply accept the Libra and others as they are.
Scorpio – Here’s another example: Scorps think others are being suspicious and prying when they’re not! Even though Scorpio is usually very accurate, often times they think others are hiding something or have ulterior motives. This comes from Pluto’s rulership of Scorpio. Pluto constantly has Scorpios questioning their own motivations. This, of course, is what is at the source of making them so strong and courageous; or so contentious and impossible.
Sagittarius – This is a fun one, of course. Sag just can’t always see that life is not a bowl of cherries for other signs! Other folks take things quite seriously. They can’t simply let things roll off of their backs. Believe me, other Sun signs wish they could just let go and have more fun and enjoyment. Sagittarius needs to teach the rest of us how to let go!
Capricorn – Oh my. The Old Goat gets in a tizzy thinking that everyone else takes everything so seriously! They don’t. Capricorn is usually full of “shoulds.” People should do this, they should do that. As they age, they tend to relax more and realize that other folks are what they are.
Aquarius – This is the ONE sign that naturally lets other be who they are. In fact, they insist on it. Personal rights, individuality, uniqueness: all keywords for the sign that can’t hold its water.
Pisces – We should all have plenty of Pisces in us, don’t you think. Pisces don’t see differences. Many times this gets them into trouble, but we could all benefit much more by not judging. You wonder why one of symbols for Jesus is the Fishes? Pisces also needs to learn that other people are really picky about certain things - a factor that they can’t understand.
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8/1 Solar Eclipse 9°  32’ 6:13am - This will provide a great big boost. Unfettered Sun and Moon in the Leo jungle, time to roar; be proud, defend yourself, tell your story.
8/5-6 Mars opposes Uranus - This one could get rocky, setting off a wide T-square to tired old Pluto in Sag. Be very careful around this time. Once again, with Mars, take action that is required and please avoid reckless behavior.
8/15 Sun opposes Neptune - Don’t get lost in delusions of self. Don’t take yourself too seriously. Avoid the drama.
8/16 Lunar Eclipse 24°  21’ 5:16pm - This MAJOR eclipse takes on the flavor of wonderful Neptoon in Aquarius. With the Aquarian theme, this lunation impels us to find our individuality within our relationships. Relationships with “clinging” or “glomming” as the theme are in trouble here. Watch for scandals, and I mean on a very large scale too - Neptoon.
8/16-17 Mars squares Pluto - Upping the ante of the volatile Lunar Eclipse, feelings run very strong here. Be on the up and up here. People will try to knock you off center now. Be tough and stand your ground!
8/22 Sun enters Virgo 2:02pm - The Sun gets a major boost this year in Virgo as it joins Saturn, Mercury, and Venus. The Sarg says, “Stop whining, drop and give me 50!”
8/30 New Moon 7°  48” 3:58pm - The unusual 3rd lunation of the month. This “Blue Moon” emphasizes what Saturn has been saying in Virgo for the past year, “Get it together.”
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Sagittarians say the word “fun”in every third sentence.

I'm convinced that Virgo is ruled by Chiron and
that Taurus is ruled by the earth.

Why is Gemini the sign of the “Twins” and why do
they say the word “interesting” in every other sentence?

Gawd, if only I had invested in car bass woofer speakers...
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Dear Kid Astro, What are the “benefics” and “malefics?” In the old
days, the term benefics was wsed when referring to Venus and
Jupiter. They generally have a favorable, “good luck” nature. This of
course is overblown. In general, they represent fun, expansion and
pleasant activity. Even so, they can appear in charts where the energy
is allowed to become slovenly, wasteful and disingenuous. On the
other hand, the “malefics” are a catch-all phrase when used to
describe Mars and Satun Mars can represent aggression and
selfishness, even violence. And naturally, Satun is the bad guy
getting attributed to everything from hardship, cruelty, and erippling,
restrictive, dismal situations. This outmoded way of thinking has
given way to modern, humanistic interpretations which are much

more natural, favorable towards all planets and in general puts the responsibility of the planets
energy in the hands of the native instead of in some magical talisman. Next month we ask Kid Astro

‘What is a midpoint?
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The World’s Finest Astrology Software
Easy to use, powerful, accurate, customizable, and affordable.

- Amyriad of report and chart systems are included!

- Get itemized transit, return, and progression reports. Very
- Do detailed chart comparisons for relationships! Powerful

- Pinpoint your geographical havens with Astro Maps!
- Create and SELL your own reports, and much, much more!!

Available here - Call (724) 622-8079 for product and order info




Free birth chart calculations are available at: http://www.alabe.com/freechart/ 

The PA Dept. of Vital Records form for ordering your birth time/birth certificate is at: www.starself.com/birthtime


            Make sure to stay in touch with my web site at www.starself.com and as always, “May the planets be with you as you find your Starself!” - Rick
2008 Rick DiClemente -  www.starself.com © - All rights reserved
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